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	A play with live music and dance, by United Artists of Houston.

‘A perfect entertainer with a thriller-intrigue, paradigms of social justice, pure fun and strong characters’

On Saturday, Dec-09, 2006 at Stafford Civic Center.

(Fundraiser for our Scholarship Project)



	Fall Picnic & Boat Tour

When:  Nov-4, 2006, Saturday.

             9:45AM- Boat Tour.

             12:15PM- Picnic.

Where:  Boating  

            Sam Houston Boat Tours

            7300 Clinton Dr., Gate#8       

            Houston, TX 77029.

             Picnic

            San Jacinto Battleground

            3523 Battleground Rd.

            LaPorte, TX 77571

Please RSVP by Wednesday, Nov-01.

MEA Talk Series

GBM Highlights
	Welcome New Members!

We have had an extraordinary year in attracting new members.

We have 15 new friends at MEA.

A warm welcome from all of us at MEA!

2006 Fundraiser Event

Please mark your calendars.

We need your help with ticket-sales!

We also need volunteers for various other duties related to the event. Kindly contact a committee member.

Please join us and help make this event a grand success!


	Boat Tour

The Houston Ship-channel Boat Cruise, as part of the Fall Picnic, requires us to send a list of passengers to the Port Authority of Houston, 48hrs in advance.

Kindly send us this information by Nov-01, in your RSVP. Also, all passengers will need to show a photo-ID to embark on the boat.

Please bring Photo-ID/s with you.

MEA Events

Scholarship 2006



	MEA Committee members for 2006:

	
	
	

	Uday Salian                (281)265-5037 
	 Balachandran N.K.           (281)345-6277
	Ramjith Ali                     (832)858-0517

	Anil Nair                      (281)477-0231
	 Sagar Vidyasagar            (281)480-5434
	Abraham John               (713)764-0323

	Email: meahouston@yahoo.com
	
	Online: www.meahouston.org
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If undelivered, please return to:

Uday Salian

For Malayalee Engineers’ Association (MEA), Houston

4427 Tessie Ct..

Sugar Land, TX 77479

��



A+ Auto Repair


Complete Auto Repair


Foreign & Domestic Cars


Computerized Diagnosis, Transmissions & Body-work


Call Shaji: (713) 775 6234


13001 Bissonet St., Houston, TX 77099





(281)530 7574�
�






MEA Talk Series: ‘Networking’





MEA organized speaker event by Sundaram Srinivasan on Sep 13, 2006 at the University of Houston, titled: ‘The How's and Whys of Networking… and no! this is NOT about computers!’. Sundaram delivered a lively presentation to a full audience (25 students and 10 MEA members) with interactive games, etc. Each and every member of the audience seemed to have received some benefit from the talk. The speaker also is part of the iitgh.org and volunteers to teach math at the Lee High School in Houston.  Perhaps there is interest among our members to volunteer to help out in such community programs.


 


MEA GBM Highlights 


The General Body Meeting was held on September-30, 2006 at The Coconut Lagoon restaurant in Stafford. The meeting started after lunch with a healthy discussion on the state of the organization and our future course with a perspective from our aims and objectives. The attendees for the GBM were:


N. K. Balachandran (Treasurer),Uday Salian (President) ,Sagar Vidyasagar,Vijay Kayath,Karun Nair, Joyce John, Jacob George,Sibi Kuruvilla,Ramjith Ali 


The GBM concurred with the Executive Committee’s decision to organize a fund raiser this year. The IRS 501c(7) status that MEA currently have will be maintained. A study will be performed (by Uday Salian) to evaluate if we need to pursue 501c(3) which is charitable,non profit organization. We all agreed that 501c(3) will incur more rigorous discipline on book keeping and to maintain cont unity between the committees. But at the same time there are some distinct advantages for having 501c(3). Website redesigning will be pursued to increase our web traffic  and provide meaningful information. Sibi volunteered to work with future web designer volunteers. The departing Treasurer Balachandran, gave a summary of the financial health of MEA and its scholarship fund. MEA 2006 account balance looked good with adequate funds to carry our our activities. We had increased new membership that helped the bottom line and the advertisement revenues during the MEA night helped keep the balance sheet under control. 





Checkout these outrageous facts!


 (by: Diya Salian. Grade 4)





 * A flea can jump more that 130 times its height.


* Apples are one-quarter air.


* A shark can detect a fish's heartbeat before it attacks.


* A rainbow looks different to every person who sees it.


* It is impossible to breathe and swallow at the same time.


* No country owns Antarctica.


* The Mayor of Lajitas, Texas is a GOAT.








Fall Picnic & Boat Tour





With a special motivation to get our new members take in the sights of Houston, we have put together a Boat Tour and Picnic for Saturday, November-4. The cruise is on board the M.V. Sam Houston, operated by Port Authority of Houston. It is a 90min trip along the ship-channel, which makes Houston a huge center for trade and commerce. At 9:45AM, you need to be present at the dock, on time to hear All Aboard! We have reserved 80 seats on the boat, but we’ll need to provide the Port Authority with your full name by Nov-2 to hold on to your seat. You will also need to have a photo-ID to board the boat. 


�


Port Authority Boat Dock


After the Boat Tour we will drive to San Jacinto Park to enjoy the rest of the day. The park provides several facilities to enjoy, like Battleship Texas and the San Jacinto Monument, all part of Texas history. Certainly, you may enjoy the afternoon with a pack of cards with the ’56-circle’ too, if you so desire. Lunch will be provided. Please bring your guests too, the more the merrier. There is a charge of $5.00 per person to cover cost of lunch. Please call/email by Nov-1 with a headcount. This trip was a great success when we tried it last time, in 2003!


From Interstate 610 East, take Texas Highway 225 east for 11 miles to Battleground Road (Texas Highway 134), continue north approximately 2 miles. Turn right on Park Road 1836 for the Monument or continue on Highway 134 another mile to reach the Battleship. Entrance on your left.


�








Notes from the MEA 2006 President: 





MEA Executive-Committee 2006 had a hard time retaining our committee members for some reason. Our treasurer (N.K.Balachandran) was presented with an excellent opportunity to move to Japan/Thailand and of course he has accepted it and has already taken up the posting. We are very sad to see Bala leaving us but we like to wish all the best to him and his family and him. At the same time I would like to thank Abraham John, who has recently moved to Houston from Singapore, for taking up the role of the Treasurer for the remainder of 2006. Another positive news is that Swarup (if you remember him from 2005 committee) has relocated to Houston. He has shown willingness to help out with MEA’s organizational tasks. Please welcome Swarup and Abraham to Houston and if you see them please stop by and say hello.





MEA 2006 Happy Hour. 


We organized an happy hour on 08/31/2006 at Vito 's Deck House(Galleria Area), after a series of suggestions from our members. I feel bit sad to say that although there were around fifteen positive responses for this meeting only 4 folks showed up (three were committee members!). As an event organizer nothing can be demoralizing then a poor turnout even after some of the members promised to show up. I understand that we are all tied up with our schedule at work and at home but a simple courtesy of an email to the committee regarding one’s change of plans would be greatly appreciated in the future. 





My visit with MEA Scholarship-recipients in Kerala. 


We all agree that MEA’s scholarship projects have helped the most needy students in the engineering colleges in Kerala. I was fortunate to meet with four of our MEA scholarship recipients- Bibin,  Sinith, Sisil and Anup in Kerala during my trip in July 2006. All of them repeatedly thanked the organization for their financial help and said it has been a vital help for them to continue with their engineering education. Some of the concerns they highlighted was the email communication was not the best ways to reach them as they do not have access to emails all the time. They showed interest in meeting with their Senior MEA scholarship recipients for guidance during their college years. I found these students to be bright, very humble and very much in need of the assistance we provide them with. 


We talked about various ideas of improving MEA‘s involvement with the scholarship recipients through their college years and thereafter. They mentioned a desire to have some self-improvements books that could be circulated among themselves. A forum where all the recipients would be able to communicate with each other was another objective. I sincerely hope our members would be able to contribute some time during their stay in Kerala to meet with these students as such interaction really makes a big difference for the both the parties in realizing how effective our Scholarship Project has become.











��
��
��
�
        Bibin Babu                         Sinith P.                               Sisil John





Call for Volunteers: SAT Tutoring at Lee High School.


There is currently a pool of 5 volunteers and the plan is to expand the base to about 10 volunteers to teach/tutor for SAT exams in December, 2006. The volunteers are expected to fill-in to about 50% of the time shown below. Tutoring material will be provided. They also need tutoring in Calculus.


When:  Wednesdays and Fridays - 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM every week until December,2006. 


Where:Lee High School, 6529 Beverly Hill Lane, Houston, TX 77057-6499


Contact: Dr. Subba Viswanathan (�HYPERLINK "mailto:viswaspc@yahoo.com"��viswaspc@yahoo.com�)         tel: 832-457-6486 





- Uday.





Scholarship 2006: Update





This year’s Scholarship-Evaluation committee has been announced. The members of the scholarship evaluation committee for 2006 are:


Sagar Vidyasagar, Niaz Mustafa, Prafulla Pillai, Sreekumar Thampi and Suresh Menon.





Vijay Kayath has worked very hard as a sole contact for the scholarship students. MEA 2006 wants to thank him for his sincere dedication on his efforts to streamline the scholarship process.





Request for MEA 2006 Scholarship Pledges:





We like to thank all our existing scholarship sponsors who choosing MEA scholarship for their charity. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to be share your wealth with the much deserving needy students in Kerala.  If you like to donate a scholarship in memory of your loved ones or simply out of love for your Gods own Country please let us know and we will be work with you to make it happen.. First pledge for 2006 :


1)MEANT has pledged a scholarship for 2006. We thank Kesh and his group for working hard to make this happen second time in a row. 


2) Your name could be here


 








