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	A play with live music and dance, by Jose Idiculla.

‘With much laughter and suspense it entertains, questions and leaves you seeing life in a new light’

Friday, Nov-26, 2004 at Stafford Civic Center.

(Fundraiser for our Scholarship Project)



	Fall Picnic

When:  Oct-31, 2004, Sunday.

             10:30AM to 5:00PM

Where:  Pavilion #1, 

              George Bush Park, Alief.

Please RSVP by Monday, Oct-25.
Talk & GBM of Sept-17

Committee for 2005
	Century!

Paid memberships exceed 100 for a second year, in 2004.

Thanks to all who made the century!

2004 Fundraiser Event

Please mark your calendars.

We need your help with ticket-sales!

We also need volunteers for various other duties related to the event. Kindly contact a committee member.

Please join us and help make this event a grand success!


	Talk & Dinner

When:  Nov-12, 2004, Friday.

             7:30PM to 9:00PM

Where:  Mayuri Restaurant, 

              George Bush Park, Alief

Please RSVP by Monday, Nov-8.
MEA to file for 501-c(3)

Scholarship 2004



	MEA Committee members for 2004:

	
	
	

	James Phillip                (281)265-4152 
	        Koshy Abraham         (281)492-2981
	      Prafulla Pillai                     (281)597-1933

	Rajendran Raghavan   (281)913-7246
	        Sibi Kuruvilla              (281)412-0127
	      Suresh Jacob                    (281)288-3064

	
	        Swarup John              (281)685-5052       
	

	Email: meahouston@yahoo.com


	
	Online: www.meahouston.org



[image: image4.png]16756 Westheiriier. Pkwy;
Houston, TX 77082
T







	JOSEPH T. JOSEPH, P.C.

C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T

Joseph T. Joseph

8303 SW. Freeway                                    Tel: (713)271-3300

Suite 335                                                   Fax: (713)270-7048

Houston, TX 77074                        email: josecpa@aol.com
	ABRAHAM THOMAS

281-561-8458

ALAMO TRAVEL 

Domestic & International 

“HERE WE CARE”

435 FM 1092, Suite U-1
                          Office: (281) 261-3000

Stafford, TX 77477

                 Fax: (281) 261-8232
Abrahamt2001@hotmail.com
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	MALABAR CAFÉ

                                   Authentic Indian Cuisine

3201 S. Main, Stafford, TX 77477

281-261-3220
Dine in and Outside Catering


If undelivered, please return to:
Prafulla Pillai

For Malayalee Engineers’ Association (MEA), Houston

14223 Edinburgh Court 

Houston, Texas-77077

































Talk & Dinner





Many of us are in the same boat, when it comes to planning fro the future in a formal and legal frame- we may have vague or no plans at all. Here is an opportunity to become aware of the implications and requirements of what we need to do to formalize and document our plans. Even if some of us have made wills and formalized other arrangements, this would be a good opportunity to re-evaluate the plans and ask any question that may have arisen over time.





The talk is on Wills, Probate, Living Trusts, Medical Power of Attorney, Estate Planning Strategies, etc. Raymond D. Davis, Attorney at Law, will lead the talk and discussion. We have made reservations for 7:30PM - 8:30PM on Friday, November-12, at Mayuri Restaurant for the event. The charge is $12.00 per person for the event, which includes a sumptuous dinner.





�





Mayuri is at 5857 Westheimer Rd, between Chimney Rock & Fountain View, further West of Galleria shopping center.





Please take a moment to RSVP by telephone to: 


Vijay Kayath at (281) 242-5936 


Prafulla Pillai at (281) 597-1933 


or by email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:meahouston@yahoo.com" ��meahouston@yahoo.com� and let us know how many would attend from your home, by Monday, Nov-8. 


Seating is limited, so reserve your spot early!





Thanks to Vijay for organizing this event.

















Fall Picnic





After a Texan summer, as fall cools the air, let us enjoy a day outdoors, at Pavillion#1, George Bush Park on Sunday, the 31st of October, 10:30Am to 5:00PM. It being Halloween’s day, we’ll have Pumpkin-carving and you’re encouraged to bring children with their Halloween-costumes, to start off early on an evening of spooks and treats. We’ll have a catered lunch at noon, for which the charge will be $5.00. Kindly send an email or call a committee-member about how many would attend from your home, for us to order food accordingly.





We have scheduled an important GBM for the day as well, where we will go over details on the constitutional changes to MEA as discussed in this newsletter. We should also be discussing the scholarship project: fundraising and other operations for the current year. 





�





The Park is on the West side, beside Hwy-6 and south of I-10.





Feedback from Keralam 





We have received some wonderful feedback from some of the recipients of our Scholarship Project. All of them have done very well in their exams and continue to exceed the high standards we have set for them. All the first-year students whom we supported last year, including Preethi and Dileep, for whom we found funding outside MEA, have expressed their great appreciation for the help provided through MEA. Johny Alex happened to meet with one of our first recipients, Dipu, while visiting relatives in keralam. It is indeed rewarding for all of us at MEA to know that we could have such profound impact in the lives of these deserving students.











(to be filled in later)








powers (express or implied) conferred upon corporations formed under the Texas Non-Profit Corporation Act, provided such powers, acts and things are not inconsistent with or prohibited by the purpose of the corporation, these Articles of Incorporation, the By-Laws of the corporation, or any law.”





MEA to File for 501-c(3)





Following the resolutions passed by the GBM of Sept-17, MEA will be filing for recognition under category 501-c(3) (as a charitable organization) by the IRS, enabling contributions to such, be considered tax-deductible. MEA is currently classified under 501-c(7), which makes it non-profit, but not charitable, hence contributions to MEA are not tax-deductible.





Koshy Abraham is spearheading the work of going through the procedures and paperwork associated with this move. We hope to meet all related requirements and get everything in order by the end of the year. Hopefully, this will provide a good boost to our fundraising efforts for the Scholarship Project. 





Scholarship 2004





We have encouraging news from this year’s fundraising: two of our own members have sponsored a scholarship each, while Apna Bazaar, a new malayalee-owned grocery, has pledged to sponsor another, ensuring funds for 3 scholarships for 2004.


 Apna Bazaar also printed 2000 flyers free of charge for us and has agreed to pay the related fees and provide snacks service at the event. A few other businesses and individuals have contributed to the fund this year, through paid advertisements and donations. Please thank them when you interact with them.





While all this is certainly remarkable, our ticket-sales for the event has unfortunately been lower than expected, it looks like we need to go on overdrive with a goal to fill the auditorium for the event. Let us all work together on this; if you or another MEA member you know needs tickets to sell or for your own family, kindly call any one in the committee ASAP. Together, we can make this a phenomenal year for funding the project.


The announcements for this year’s scholarship have been sent to all colleges through the Directorate of Technical Education.





Committee for 2005





Please volunteer yourself or nominate a friend to serve in the MEA Committee for 2005! Being short of time, we could not conduct the election during the GBM of Sept-17th. We hope to get the election done at the next GBM, on Oct-31. If you appreciate the work that the committees from previous years have done, this is the time for you to do your turn to help out. 








Talk & GBM of Sept-17 





The event was held at Eldrige Park Conference Center, Sugar Land. Dr. Errol Wirasinghe, a management-consultant and a well-acclaimed speaker, led a workshop on 'The Art of Making Decisions and Creative Thinking'. His presentation was well received by an audience of over forty (number, not age), followed by a lively Q&A session. We examined the mechanics of perception, judgment and explored ways to optimize and improve our methods to help make better decisions. Dr. Wirasinghe has made a valuable contribution in honing our skills to enhance our effectiveness at work and home. Thanks to Hariharan for his efforts in bringing Dr. Wirasinghe to MEA. 





We had a GBM preceding the talk, to address the need for MEA to proceed with becoming a charitable organization for better servicing the Scholarship Project. This has been discussed over the past few years and now, we got together with a CPA, reviewed our current status and figured out the specific changes we need to make. Karun Nair chaired the GBM and the following resolutions were passed unanimously:


Approve the fundraising and charitable activities of the MEA organization from year 2000 onwards. 


Amend the Articles of Incorporation.


Create a Board of Trustees consisting of three officers with a serving term of 1-3 years for maintaining the records of all MEA activities to comply with the government requirements.


The GBM elected Joyce John, Sagar Vidyasagar and Joseph T. Joseph as trustees.


The GBM elected Salil Gopinath, Harihran P., Sooryakla Suresh, Sojan Antony, and Sibi Kuruvilla for the Scholarship Committee for 2004/2005.


Mr. Joseph T. Joseph, CPA, was present at the GBM to answer questions at length and provide clarifications.


 


The following article of incorporation replaces the existing article V of the Articles of Incorporation:


“The corporation is a non-profit corporation organized pursuant to the Texas Non-profit Corporation Act and shall be organized and operated, exclusively for Education, Scientific and Charitable purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as now in effect or as may hereafter be amended (the "Code):


(a) Solicit, take, accept, hold, manage, and acquire, by bequest, devise, gift or purchase, money and any property, real, personal or mixed, whether tangible or intangible.


(b) Transfer and convey, whether by grant, gift donation or sale, any such funds or property to or for the benefit of the corporation or its successors;


(c) Do any and all acts and things, and to exercise any and all
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