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	Nov-15, 2003

Social Hour: 

4:00 pm - 5:00 pm.

Main Event:

5:00 pm – 7:30 pm.
	Our Annual Scholarship Fundraiser for 2003.

An evening of classical and folk dances performed by Divyaa Unni and other artists.

For details, please see enclosed flyer or visit www.meahouston.org
	at

Stafford Civic Center

1415 Constitution

Stafford, TX 77477

	Saturday, OCT-18, 2003: BOAT-TOUR and PICNIC

9:45 am: Boat tour along the Houston Ship Channel. 

               You’ll need a photo-id to embark on the boat. We’ll need to have your        

               full name, as it appears on your photo-id, to reserve your seat, ASAP.

12:15pm - 4:30pm: Picnic at San Jacinto Battleground.

                 RSVP at the earliest (by Sunday, Oct-12.)!
	Boating at

Sam Houston Boat Tours

7300 Clinton Dr. @Gate#8

Houston, TX 77029
Picnic at

San Jacinto Battleground

3523 Battleground Rd.

LaPorte, TX 77571



	Saturday, OCT-4, 2003:  ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING

11:30 pm - 1:00 pm: Lunch

1:00 pm  - 3:00 pm:  Annual General Body Meeting, 

                                  Souvenirs for Current year’s paid members, 

                                  Inauguration of Nritya ticket-sales.

3:00 pm:                   METRO Rail Presentation (public meeting)

                                 Please plan to attend and RSVP! 

	at

Madras Pavilion

16260 Kensington Dr.

Sugarland, TX 77479



	MEA Needs You!
	Please volunteer your efforts and time:

· Maximize publicity for ‘Nritya’- our scholarship fund-raiser; sell tickets!

· Need snacks for ‘Nritya’ social hour; show off your culinary skills!

· Nominations requested for next year’s (2004) committee; find sincere commitment!



	
	
	

	
	
	

	MEA Committee members for 2003:                         All E-mails to the MEA committee to meahouston@yahoo.com

	Joyce John      (281) 265-0575 
	Soorya Suresh  (281) 565-8943
	Sojan Antony         (281) 873-4912

	Sibi Kuruvilla   (281) 412-0127
	Vijoy Nair           (281) 933-7321
	Nishanth Raj          (832) 379-1644




	* Bedrooms * Living rooms * Formal Dining * Dinettes * Home Décor * Office * Casuals * Curios * Art * Chandeliers * Gift Items *

Furnish and decorate your entire home!         UNIQUE FURNITURE
Call Tom at (713)899-5070 or (281)403-2973            Brand-name furniture at Discount Prices
Mention MEA for a special discount!
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	ALIEF TRAVEL INC.

Domestic & International Travel

8323 S.W. Freeway, Suite 514
   Ph: (713) 981-7171

Houston, TX 77074

   Fax: (713) 981-5261
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	India Jewelers

Your Diamond Source

Olympic Center, 6638 S.W. Freeway @ Hillcroft

Houston, TX 77074

	
	Tel: (713) 789-7575                                    Fax: (713) 789-4851 


If undelivered, please return to:

Mr. Sojan Antony

for Malayalee Engineers Association (MEA), Houston

13913 Ella Blvd. Apt 315

Houston, TX 77014-2516
MEA Cultural Evening





Our Cultural Evening on May-10, 2003 was a success in terms of participation and enjoyment. We started with an address by the guest for the evening, Dr. Daniel Wong, who is an engineer, a business owner and a councilman for Sugarland. The dances brought out the wonderful talent among our members and family, the songs made the evening melodious and the skit provided a spicy twist of political satire. The sound-system and the curtains on-stage were not perfect, as reflected in the feedback received from many of you. Some pictures from the evening are posted at our website. 





Many thanks to all who worked hard to make the evening a pleasant experience! 





Malayalee Engineer appointed Chairman of ISRO





Dr. G. Madhavan Nair has been appointed Chairman of Indian Space Research Organisation, Chairman Space Commission and Secretary, Dept. of Space, Govt. of India. He replaces Dr. Kasthurirangan, who got nominated to the Rajya Sabha. He graduated from College of Engineering, Trivandrum in 1966 and took up his first appointment at Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station (TERLS) in 1967.  





He is credited with leading the development of PSLV, which has helped India establish an end-to-end capability in the remote sensing arena. He was director of Liquid Propulsions Center and in 1999, took over the reins of VSSC, managing the successful launch of GSLV within two years. He is the recipient of several awards including the Padmabhushan.








Obituary 





Let us convey our heartfelt condolences to the family of Shaji Ommen, who passed away on the 8th of September 2003. Shaji was an engineer working for Lockheed Martin. His wife, Jessy Ommen and son, Danny, survive him. They live in Friendswood. A memorial service was held at the University Baptist Church in Clearlake on the evening of the 12th of September. Flowers were sent to the service on behalf of MEA.














Membership crosses the century-mark





With a view to improve participation and outreach for MEA, we launched a ‘membership-drive’ earlier this year. The results have been fabulous. Our paid membership has crossed a hundred for the first time, thanks and kudos to all who helped make this happen. It is encouraging to note that we have opened our book at the University of Houston, with a student-membership. We look forward to increased interaction with and participation from engineering students at local universities.





While there are a great majority of our members who have gladly sent in their financial obligation- the membership fee, there remain a few whose pledges have not reached the MEA coffers yet. We’ll still accept these checks with a smile…





Boat Tour and Picnic





Get ready for a spectacular tour of one of the busiest ports in the world aboard the MV Sam Houston. We’ll start the day with the boat leaving dock at 10:00 am on a leisurely 90min tour of the Houston Ship Channel. 


Please plan to be at the pavilion by 9:45 AM on Saturday, Oct-18.





Directions to the Sam Houston Pavilion:


Leave East Loop 610 at Clinton Drive (exit # 28). Proceed west (right) on Clinton, pass McCarty to Gate 8. Enter Gate 8 and stay to the right. A security guard and signs will direct you to the pavilion. 





We have 90 seats on the boat. We need to provide them with the names of passengers to keep the reservation, so kindly let a committee member know ASAP. You’ll need to show a picture-id to board. Hurry! The seats will be assigned first-come, first-served.





After the boat tour, we’ll proceed to San Jacinto Park for a fun-filled afternoon’s picnic. It is a 25min drive from the pavilion. We plan to have lunch at San Jacinto Battleground by 12:30 pm. There are several attractions at the park: Battleship Texas, a museum, the San Jacinto monument and a movie show.





Volunteers Needed! 





Here’s the perfect chance to share with everyone at MEA, your wonderful talent with culinary expression. We’ll need a good amount of snacks for the Social Hour on Nov-15th. Please volunteer to co-ordinate and make the social hour the most delicious memory of the day!





Annual General Body Meeting





The GBM for this year is scheduled on Saturday, Oct-4, at Madras Pavilion Auditorium at 16260 Kensington Dr., Sugarland, TX 77479 (1 block north of US 59, off Hwy 6, near Super Target)


Directions:  From US 59 South, take Hwy 6 exit and turn right at light, pull to the left lane, turn left at first light.


Following lunch at 11:30pm, we'll have the meeting at 1:00pm. Kindly confirm your attendance, as we need a headcount for lunch reservation.


Program


11:30 to 1:00 PM:  Lunch


1:00 to 2:30 PM:   Annual General Body Meeting


2.30 to 3:00 PM:   Official inauguration of ticket sales for


                             Scholarship fund-raiser 


3:00 PM:  A presentation on METRO Light Rail project





Agenda for the General body:


1. Report for 2003


2. Election of committee for 2004


3. Scholarship fund-raiser program (NRITYA)





If you wish to propose a candidate for election, please send in the nomination, along with the nominee's consent by Oct-3.  You are also welcome to nominate yourself as a candidate.


If you wish to bring up any other item on the agenda, please send in your suggestion by Oct-3 for consideration.


After the GBM, there will be an informative presentation on METRO Light Rail Project.


It would be of great significance if you work downtown Houston, or in the medical center area. It would be useful none-the-less, to be aware of the dramatic changes in accessibility and connectivity the project brings to its destinations in Houston.


The following team of METRO officials will make the presentation and answer your questions: 


Rich Krisak		Senior Director, Rail operations


Scott Grogan		Director, LRV Maintenance


Raymond Green	Director, Maintenance of Way








Sell Tickets for ‘Nritya’





Please pitch in for selling tickets for our scholarship fundraiser. Kindly contact any of the committee members for tickets.  Please market the event actively, among your friends, colleagues and family. We need to promote this event as best as we can!








The Scholarship Project





MEA has instituted the scholarship project for well-deserving engineering students in Kerala, enrolled in a 4-year degree program. It has grown in reach and number since its inception in 2000, thanks to the continued participation by people who realize its need and merit.





The awards are made to candidates carefully selected from a pool of applicants who need to prove their academic standing, extra-curricular interests and financial hardship (family members and combined income). We are meticulous in verifying our terms for qualification. We continue with the assistance and guidance, monitoring the recipients through the entire term (4 years) of their degree course





The amount of $400 per year for four years (a total of $1600) pays for tuition, board and books for one student. The impact of this program has been tremendous in the lives of its recipients, as experience has revealed to us. 





We typically receive over fifty applicants from Engineering Colleges all over Kerala. Scholarships were awarded to four, from sixty qualified applicants, last year.





This year, we expect over a hundred applicants and hope to provide for at least five scholarships.





Our recipients include rank-holders and are starting to find jobs through campus-interviews. We feel proud that our recipients have continued to surpass the academic excellence and all-round development that we expect from them every semester/year.





Even as we feel happy to be able to help a few students in realizing their dreams through the timely support we provide, it is extremely hard for us to reject some of our applicants for a lack of funds to provide for their education.





We have had individual and business sponsorship for some scholarships, in the past. We encourage individuals or groups to sponsor scholarships in their names, if desired.





For more information and data, please visit www.meahouston.org/scholarshipmain.htm
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