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	When ?
	On Saturday, 10 May 2003.  Program commences at 4:00 pm with a Social Hour, followed by a short meeting, Cultural Show and Dinner.  

Please arrive on time.  We will start on time !!


	

	This year we have a new venue:

Trinity Marthoma Church Hall, 

5810 Almeda-Genoa Road, Houston, TX 77048

Please see the pull out flyer for location map.   Also visit our website www.meahouston.org; click on events and follow the link. 


	Where ?

	Chief Guest

Chief Guest of the event Mr. Daniel Wong, B.S., M.S., Ph.D.

Sugarland City Council member, At Large Position Two

He is a Civil Engineer. Among his many accomplishments and positions he is also President of Asian American Engineers/ Architects


	We welcome
	All members, their families and members’ guests.   

As usual, admission will be by tickets, to cover the expenses.  


	

	Members & family           :  $ 10 each for adults

  :  $ 5 each for children (5 to 12 years)

Member’s guests              :  $ 15 each

Please ensure that your membership dues ($ 25) for the current year have been paid.   Members are encouraged to obtain the tickets in advance from any of the committee members.    There will also be facilities for payment at the event.


	Tickets

	Behind the scenes …
	A dedicated team of members and their spouses have been working behind the scenes to make the event a great success.   Turn to next page to take a peek at what is happening !!

	
	
	

	
	
	

	MEA Committee members for 2003:                         All E-mails to the MEA committee to meahouston@yahoo.com

	Joyce John      (281) 265-0575 
	Soorya Suresh  (281) 565-8943
	Sojan Antony         (281) 873-4912

	Sibi Kuruvilla   (281) 412-0127
	Vijoy Nair           (281) 933-7321
	Nishanth Raj          (832) 379-1644




MEA Picnic in Pictures !!
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	ALIEF TRAVEL INC.

Domestic & International Travel

8323 S.W. Freeway, Suite 514
   Ph: (713) 981-7171

Houston, TX 77074

   Fax: (713) 981-5261
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	India Jewelers

Your Diamond Source

Olympic Center, 6638 S.W. Freeway @ Hillcroft

Houston, TX 77074

	
	Tel: (713) 789-7575                                    Fax: (713) 789-4851 


If undelivered, please return to:

Mr. Sojan Antony

for Malayalee Engineers Association (MEA), Houston

14335 Ella Blvd. Apt 1102

Houston, TX 77014-2565
MEA Spring Picnic, 2003





MEA spring picnic was a grand success. A huge turnout of more than 80 attended for the picnic. The Bar-B-Q lunch from Sweet Meats, “Kappa- Meen Curry- Chammanthi” from Discount Grocers and the green salad prepared in-situ by the Ladies were delicious. For the dessert, we enjoyed the cakes and brownies made by Ms. Gima Mathew and Sankar Thampi.





Joyce John led the General Body Meeting, which started with self-introductions by everyone present. It was nice to see all the new and familiar faces.





The upcoming activities of MEA were discussed in the meeting. Several members signed up for the cultural night performances. Many volunteered help in coordinating the cultural night.





The games organized by Sushama Kumar and company were exciting and attracted the kids and grown-ups alike. The winners in each category are:





Children 18 and under


Musical Chair:


First Place: Silvie Alex 


Second Place: Sarika Menon  


Lemon and Spoon Race :


First Place: Silvie Alex


Second Place – Krystal Ann Joseph


Water Balloon Toss :


First Place: Rohan Menon


Second Place: Ashwin Kumar


Ladies: 


Musical Chair: 


First Place: Sally James 


Second Place: Rani Menon


Relay (400m):


First Place: Sally James& Sherin Chacko


Second Place: Sushama Kumar & Jilly Sagar


Lemon & Spoon Race-


First Place: Gima Mathew


Second Place: Sally James


Couples:


Balloon Couple Race: 


First Place: Gima and Joyis


Second Place: Tiji & Sherin and Joyce & Celine


Three legged race:


First Place: Soorya & Suresh  


Second Place: Rani & Suresh








We will try to organize a fall picnic if time permits.

















Please send email communications to the MEA committee to � HYPERLINK "meahouston@yahoo.com" ��meahouston@yahoo.com�


Call for Articles


Writers in MEA family: Do send in articles (technical,  non-technical, humorous), stories, notices about important events, announcements etc. We will publish them in the next issue.














Behind the scenes ….. 





Thanks to the efforts of the nominated cultural program co-ordinator, Rani Menon, we have gathered a bunch of cultural programs for the night. Many new talents and budding artists are performing to make it truly the MEA family cultural Night. The enthusiasm among the members and families is really exciting to watch.


The on-stage presentation of the cultural program will be managed by the nominated program manager, Vijay Kayath who will ensure that the items will be presented in an orderly manner without any waste of time.


The program itself will be presented by two young and promising high school seniors in the MEA family, Sridevi Ellickal and Ashwin Kumar. 


Many of you might have already been contacted by Preetha Thampi who is co-ordinating the snacks service during the social hour. She remarked, “it is amazing to see the interest in the member families in contributing to the success of the night in as many ways as possible”.





A food committee under the leadership of Suresh Narayanan, is striving to serve a delicious Indian style dinner after the cultural program.   They intend to start dinner service at 8:00 pm sharp !





….and many more dedicated men and women working hard for the success of our program, and most importantly, the performers themselves, to rehearse their items. 





Brief Agenda:


Social hour                                 :   4:00 P.M. 


Meeting and Cultural program    :   5:00 PM 


Dinner                                         :   8:00 PM 





Need more volunteers: 


For hall arrangement


Registration desk


Dinner and snack service


Hospitality


Please contact any of the committee members !





Scholarship Fund Raiser





The scholarship fund raising event is being planned for late October/ early November time frame.  Venue is likely to be Hamman Hall, Rice University, based on the very good experience last year. We will update you as soon as the exact date is finalized.





MEA Website





Please visit our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.meahouston.org" ��www.meahouston.org� for up-to-date information on our activities.  We thank Sridevi Ellickal for maintaining the web site.





Donate used Computers


If you have an old outdated computer, here is an opportunity to help some needy youngsters in Kerala.  Excerpts from a message from Rajan Chirayil’s (a former MEA member, now in Dallas) requesting our support for a noble cause:   


“Many of us have older generation used computers sitting idle at home.  Many of the companies that we work for also have such computers available.  It may be old and archaic for the students and workforce here in the land of plenty, but for the poor students of Kerala who may only eat one good meal a day, even our discarded computers will be a gateway into a high tech future full of promises.  I strongly believe it is our responsibility as engineers to promote technical education everywhere.  It is especially important and satisfying to help the poor, but extremely intelligent students of Kerala to acquire computer skills early on and become contributing members the Indian technical community.  Donating an old computer might be a very small deed for us, but I can assure you that for some poor students in Kerala, it could be the difference between joining the illiterate labor force or becoming a highly skilled technical expert in the future. 








 














So, as an old member of MEA I am making an official request for help from MEA and its current executive committee to support my effort.  I am making a similar request to the MEANT organization in Dallas.   I am also working with DFW-Indian Lions club to collect any such donated computers and have them shipped and converted for use in India.  


To be useful, the computers need to be Pentium class machines, preferably with Windows 98 or better.  If MEA can take leadership in collecting such computer from Houston area individuals or companies, I will make arrangements to have them collected or delivered to Dallas and shipped to Kerala.  Conversion and distribution of these computers in India will be coordinated by well established local non-profit organizations in Kerala to ensure propriety.”





If you have any questions about this, contact: chirayil@ti.com
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