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	Minds are like parachutes. They only function when they are open.
Sir James Dewar, Scientist (1877-1925)


	Membership Drive

Please take a moment to send in your membership dues for 2005.

Please be proactive in encouraging growth in our membership. 

Introduce MEA to your friends.

Please welcome our new members and help us improve our student-membership.


	MEA Cultural Nite:

Saturday, May-07, 2005

At Durga Bari Auditorium
In This Issue:

A Flying Start… 

*

MEA Scholarships Awarded

*
Some Afterthoughts

*
	Annual General Body Meeting 2005

Thank you for attending the 2005 Annual GBM on April 16, 2005 at Bear Creek Park. We were able to successfully draft and get the general body’s approval for the MEA constitution 




	
	MEA Committee members for 2005:
	

	Dennis D’Cruz              (281)565-7399 
	       Anil K Nair                      (281)477-0231
	     Prafulla Pillai                      (281)597-1933

	Harikumar Aiyappan    (281)759-7964
	       Priya Harikumar              (281)759-7964
	     Sudha Harharan                (281)985-3339

	Hariharan .P                (281)985-3339
	
	    Swarup John                      (281)685-5052       

	Email: meahouston@yahoo.com


	
	Online: www.meahouston.org



A Flying Start…….and cruise details

Continuous improvement is the name of the game. Having set high performance standards, the 2004 MEA committee has raised the bar for the new committee. Powered by an enterprising group of engineers, this year promises to provide a variety of value additions to our members both cerebral as well as cultural.

The spring picnic was held on April 16 at Bear Creek Park. The day could have easily been one of the most beautiful days to be out in Houston. The weather was perfect for the outing and over 50 members turned up in summer clothes to soak in the warm April sun along with their families and friends. The children literally had a field day! And parents ran helter shelter to tone down their energies. Tiny tots to young teenagers filled balloons with water and formed pairs to exhibit their catching skills only to find themselves drenched from a broken water bomb! Cricket, lemon race, volleyball were the star sporting events of the day. What finally got the crowd to settle down was the sight of the food delivery truck careening through the park after having lost its way in the myriad of pavilions and mini parks and Anil Nair constantly navigating (with his cell phone) the truck driver to the right pavilion and waving them down. The scene would have undoubtedly reminded one of classic movies like Chitty Chitty Bang Bang or Love Bug. The food was worth the wait and coupled by the activity, the famished members had a gala time at the table.

After a scrumptious lunch, it was time to get down to business and the General Body Meeting was convened. Mr. Dennis D’Cruz introduced the committee to the general body and put forth the MEA constitution for approval, going through each point in earnest. The general body unanimously approved the constitution and we will publish its full content in our next issue. Mr. Sibi Kuruvilla meticulously provided the scholarship update and details to the general body and answered the questions that members had about the evaluation criteria and so on. He also requested members to volunteer to help in checking the backgrounds of the scholarship applicants to aid in better selection of deserving candidates if they had contacts in Kerala or sign up to mentor some of the applicants and scholarship awardees.

The remaining quality time with family and fellow malayalee engineers was spent in leisure before saying good-bye and taking home fond memories of a day well spent.

Even before members could fully store the picnic memories in their “heart drive” it is time again for our much awaited MEA Nite. It is scheduled for Saturday, May 07 at the same venue as last year with the following directions and address.
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Directions to Durga Bari Auditorium

From the entries for the programs received so far, it looks like the number of artists among our association seems to be growing exponentially and it promises to be a nice evening. We would love to have all our members savor it. 

We would like recommendations from members for guest speakers and if you or anyone you know would like to present a lecture, please contact any MEA committee members.
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	JOSEPH T. JOSEPH, P.C.

C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T

Joseph T. Joseph

8303 SW. Freeway                                    Tel: (713)271-3300

Suite 335                                                   Fax: (713)270-7048

Houston, TX 77074                        email: josecpa@aol.com
	ABRAHAM THOMAS

281-561-8458

ALAMO TRAVEL 

Domestic & International 

“HERE WE CARE”

435 FM 1092, Suite U-1
                          Office: (281) 261-3000

Stafford, TX 77477

                 Fax: (281) 261-8232
Abrahamt2001@hotmail.com
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	A+ Auto Repair
Complete Auto Repair

Foreign & Domestic Cars

Computerized Diagnosis, Transmissions & Body-work

Call Shaji: (713) 775 6234

13001 Bissonet St., Houston, TX 77099

(281)530 7574



Allstate  Insurance Co.





Auto, Home, Life & Commercial


Email: roymathew@allstate.com





Roy C. Mathew


       (Exclusive Agent)


Tel: 281-537-8886











If undelivered, please return to:





Dennis D’Cruz


For Malayalee Engineers’ Association (MEA), Houston


14010 Coral Bean Dr.


Sugar Land, TX 77478











MEA Scholarships Awarded





Last year, we received around 200 applications from colleges all over keralam. From qualified applicants, the scholarship committee made a shortlist of 18 students. These applicants were carefully reviewed, using our contacts in keralam and via telephone. We received tremendous help from Dr. Kunhumoideen, Prof. Lakshmikutty and Ms. Gigi Sebastian in this process.


It is remarkable that we had a lot of meritorious applicants last year, but this made the selection process especially hard. We made 7 awards this time, which includes 3 top rank-holders in SSLC and Plus-2. The profiles of the awardees are:





Anup K. John:	Electronics & Communication, NSS College of Engineering, Palakkad.


Anup is from Kottarakkara. His father used to be a telex operator, now unemployed, but for some small-scale agriculture. His mother works at a private pre-school. He has a brilliant academic record, which includes the 3rd rank in SSLC.


Cijo Jose:	Computer Science & Engineering, College of Engineering, Thiruvananthapuram.


Cijo lives with his extended family in Kangazha, Kottayam. His father works as a rubber-tapper and his mother is unemployed. Even though he could not afford coaching for the entrance-exam, he achieved a very impressive rank after self-study with material borrowed from his friends.


Faseela C.A.:	Electronics & Communication, Govt. Engineering College, Trissur.


Faseela lives at her grandmother’s home, raised by her mother who is a daily-wager and the only source of income for the family. She holds the 10th rank in SSLC and has maintained an impressive academic record despite their financial hardship.


Pinky K.J.:	Computer Science & Engineering, Govt. Engineering College, Trissur.


Pinky lives with her grandmother and her mother is a daily-wager, which is how her family is supported. Her father passed away after struggling with cancer, a few years ago. She has performed very well academically, despite all the adversities she has faced.


Renjini R.:	Electronics and Communication, Govt. Engineering College, Trissur.


Renjini hails from Chettikulangara, near Kayamkulam. Her father is a daily-wager and her mother helps with ice-stick vending. She supplemented their income by providing after-school tutoring for students in their locale. She had to discontinue her entrance-coaching due to lack of funds, but has maintained a meritorious record even at local schools not known for academic performance.


Sujith K.R.:	Electronics & Communication, College of Engineering, Thiruvananthapuram.


Sujith is from Kavumbhagam, near Kottayam, where his father tends to a small teashop, which is the family’s sole source of income. He used to help his father at his shop while in school and has maintained very good scores throughout. His plight was featured in Mathrubhoomi newspaper.


Tressy Thomas:	Electronics & Communication, Govt. College of Engineering, Trissur.


Tressy is a true ‘all-rounder’ from Pulincunnu, Alappuzha. Her father does some agriculture at home, mostly cultivating rice-paddy. Her mother is unemployed. She is an accomplished athlete, at #2 in the nation for long jump in Jr. championships. Her academic record is not any less impressive, with a 4th rank statewide, in HSE (+2).





We had four sponsored scholarships in 2004, from Apna Bazaar, Nalin & Prafulla Pillai, Pradeep N.K. and Rajiv Madhavan. The second batch of our scholarship recipients (3) will be graduating this year. One of them has found a job via campus-recruitment.





Some Afterthoughts…





We need to reach that magic ‘100’ number in paid memberships this year, so please remember to bring in the form and check when you arrive for MEA Nite 2005 or kindly mail the same to Dennis.





Please contribute using whatever skills you have, to the MEA experience. The committee would appreciate any comments, proactive efforts and creative inputs on how we can enhance MEA’s activities to include all our members and their interests. Please remember that MEA becomes what you, as a member, make it to be… so your constructive feedback is what matters most!





We are looking for volunteers for this year’s MEA Lecture Series in Engineering at the University of Houston. If you can make an interactive presentation in your area of expertise, do let us know!





We are signing up mentors for our scholarship recipients. If you can support a student with a few emails every year, please join.


We are also forming a network of contacts in Keralam for our candidate verification process. If you have contacts back home that can help with enquiring about a student who may be from their locality, please let us know. We are in dire need of contacts in the northern parts of Keralam.
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