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	Please remember to send in your checks for 2004 membership-dues, if you haven’t done so already…help make 2004 another ‘century-year’ in membership!

	Spring Picnic

MEA-Nite 2004
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	2004 Fundraiser Event

MEA presents:

‘Sheshakriya’

(a play by Jose Idiculla)

at

Stafford Civic Center

6:00 PM, Nov 26, 2004

Please mark your calendars.

We need your help with ticket-sales!

We also need volunteers for various other duties related to the event. Kindly contact a committee member.

Please join us and help make this event a grand success!
	State of the MEA

Scholarship Update
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	MEA Committee members for 2004:

	
	
	

	James Phillip                (281)265-4152 
	Koshy Abraham         (281)492-2981
	             Prafulla Pillai                     (281)597-1933

	Rajendran Raghavan   (281)913-7246
	Sibi Kuruvilla              (281)412-0127
	             Suresh Jacob                    (281)288-3064

	
	Swarup John              (281)685-5052       

      
	

	Email: meahouston@yahoo.com


	
	On-line: www.meahouston.org
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	JOSEPH T. JOSEPH, P.C.

C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T

Joseph T. Joseph

8303 SW. Freeway                                    Tel: (713)271-3300

Suite 335                                                   Fax: (713)270-7048

Houston, TX 77074                        email: josecpa@aol.com
	ABRAHAM THOMAS

281-561-8458

ALAMO TRAVEL 

Domestic & International 

“HERE WE CARE”

435 FM 1092, Suite U-1
                          Office: (281) 261-3000

Stafford, TX 77477

                 Fax: (281) 261-8232
Abrahamt2001@hotmail.com
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	* Curios * Art * Chandeliers * Gift Items * Home * Office * Casuals *
UNIQUE FURNITURE

                                   Brand-name furniture at amazingly low prices

  Call Tom at (713) 899-5070 or (281) 403-2973

Free delivery in Houston. Mention MEA for a special discount!


If undelivered, please return to:
Rajendran Raghavan

For Malayalee Engineers’ Association (MEA), Houston

4207 Brookshadow Dr.

Kingwood, TX 77345

































The Scholarship Project: an update





MEA scholarships currently help thirteen engineering students in Kerala pay for all four years of their education, which would otherwise have been beyond reach for their families. In addition to this, MEA members found private sponsorships for three additional students from the pool of applicants for MEA Scholarship, last year. One of these three sponsorships is being administered through MEA.





Thanks to our demanding evaluation-process, an MEA Scholarship award is now regarded at many leading colleges as a valued recognition of academic merit and capability, not merely as a ‘charity-fund’ for the needy. Our awardees continue to perform very well in their curriculum. We are trying to set up a process by which these students can be provided with active and effective mentoring by MEA through their formative years.





As you may be aware, the engineering admissions and fees-structures in Kerala have changed from the days of the inception of our scholarship project. There are over 70 engineering colleges in Kerala, including self-financed institutions. We accept applications from any and all of these colleges. Currently, our awardees are from nine colleges from Kozhikode to Thiruvananthapuram. Tuition fees at autonomous colleges like NITC (formerly, REC) is Rs.21,000 per anum while at government colleges like CET (tvm.) it is Rs.8,000 per semester. Hostel fees average at Rs.1,500 per month. Our scholarship now will pay for 47% to 55% of a student’s total expenses. It may be time for us to revise the award-amount to reflect the cost-increase, but that may mean we need to raise even more funds! 





This year, our goal is to raise funds to provide for four to five awards. 





Some feedback from current recipients:





‘My heart-full thanks to all the members of MEA-Houston, for awarding the Scholarship and especially for the offer to help me in my education.’


-Vijayalekshmi Kesavan (TKMCE), 2004.


 ‘I am extremely grateful to MEA for the scholarship. This scholarship is indeed a great boon in the pursuit of my professional course. I am confident that I can show excellence in my studies and MEA scholarship is the catalyst for the same.’


-Abin Purushothaman (CUSAT), 2004.


‘I am so happy in thanking MEA for making this decision. I understand the new additional responsibility on me from this scholarship and promise to rise up to meet the expectations and belief shown in me.


-Doni James (CET), 2004.




















State of the MEA





The year 2004 started off with many things on a ‘to-do’ list for the committee. We have passed the mid-year mark with a few things remaining to be actively addressed. MEA has grown over the years to become more active and undertake projects that require a lot of time and effort from the committee. The committee of five has expanded to six from last year, yet may not be adequate to meet the demands on time and effort. We may soon call you requesting volunteers to help out with specific tasks.





Our membership-drive has not passed the ‘century’ goal set for this year, it would be much appreciated if you could kindly check the member-list online and make sure that you have paid your dues for 2004. We need a few more to get past 100!


It is exciting to note, however, that we have added six students as new members, this year. We look forward to working with these students from the University of Houston in developing activities of mutual interest and benefit.





We have started a ‘MEA Lecture Series in Engineering’ at the University of Houston. Sagar Vidyasagar was the inaugural speaker, his presentation drew on his extensive experience with designs related to space-research, from a long career that spans ISRO, NASA and Boeing. The feedback from the event has been excellent and we are currently in the process of enlisting more speakers for future presentations. Thanks to the Graduate Indian Students Organization (GISO) at U of H, for partnering with us in this venture.





We are working on getting MEA appropriately recognized by IRS, so that contributions may become tax-exempt. We hope to get the paperwork processed by end of this year. 





The current annual membership-dues of $25.00 per person or family, which was set years ago, has proven to be inadequate to meet our needs, as MEA has grown to support new activities. It was suggested in the General Body Meeting at the spring picnic on March 20, that this amount be raised to guarantee funds for operational expenses. The impact of an increase in membership fee could be offset by potentially providing for member-discounts at ticketed events like MEA cultural evening.





We would like the newsletter to carry articles by MEA members, we encourage you to submit any relevant material you would like published, to any member of the committee, or email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:meahouston@yahoo.com" ��meahouston@yahoo.com�.


 


We look forward to your active participation in the MEA-events for the rest of this year, especially in making ‘Sheshakriya’ (our fundraiser for 2004) a grand success.








MEA-Nite 2004





Our Cultural Evening was held on April 24, 2004 at Durga Bari Hall, 13944 Schiller Rd, Houston 77082.  It was a big success. The entire program started and ended on time. During the social hour at the beginning, it was wonderful to see everybody socializing while enjoying the abundant finger foods and beverages. The participation and enthusiasm among the members, families and friends were noticeable.  The quality of the cultural programs was excellent. The wonderful dances, songs, and the skit made the evening a memorable one. The evening concluded with a grand catered dinner. The center-pieces that decorated the tables added class to the dinner.  Everybody seems to have enjoyed the entire evening.  We received feedback from many attendees that the overall quality of the event has been very good.





The committee would like to extent our sincere thanks to all those who helped us to make the evening a pleasant experience.  Allow us to mention a few, in particular:					�- Performers and their families, who worked for many days to entertain us with their superb performance,


- All those who came many hours ahead of time on that day to arrange and get the venue ready for the evening,


- Meenakshi and Rekha for the excellent job done as the MCs,


- The team from Texas A&M for the spirited show they staged,


- Kanchana, Sudha, Anju Sajit, Anu, Suja, Lekha, Rani, Usha,  Kumari Karun, Kumari Radhakrishnan, Sushama, Savithri, Vanaja, Dhrishya, Preetha, Shiney and Maria for preparing the savory snacks for social hour,


- Ranjit, Ashish and Sojan for handling the membership collection and ticket sales,


- Uma for the excellent job done as coordinator for the cultural program,


- Vijayaraghavan for the excellent job done as the stage coordinator during the program,


- Kanchana & Balji for the excellent job done in coordinating the food subcommittee and the sound system, respectively,


- Nikhil, Shanku and Ajit for the excellent job done in handling the stage curtain during the program,


- All those who helped serving the food and closing out the facility afterwards,


- Durga Bari Society for providing the facility at reduced rate,


- Shiva restaurant for providing the good food,


- Last, but not the least all those who took the time off from their busy schedule and came to the event, encouraged the MEA talents and supported our activities.





There are many others who helped us in many ways and the entire event would not have been successful without the help of all these people.  Many thanks to all!








Spring Picnic 





We had a fun-filled day on March 20, 2004 at the Tom Bass Regional Park, for this year’s Spring Picnic. Our members arrived with family and friends and soon the crowd swelled to over 80, well before lunch. There were the old folks, the usual folks and the new folks, all blended in well after a few handshakes and smiles. Just as engineers are naturally inclined to do, ‘teams’ formed spontaneously around games (err, projects?) of interest and there was soon a cricket-match in full swing to the jacks and knaves of the ‘56 circle’ clamoring over ‘hearts’ and ‘spades’.





A sumptuous lunch was served at noon, followed by a general body meeting, where we reflected on our activities for the past year, the scholarship project and prospects for the current year. 


Energized by the flavorful food, a tug of war between the sexes found confident men and determined women facing each other at either ends of a fat rope. Well, needless to say the men were swept off their feet by the powerful forces (physical strength, not charm) of femme fatale combined, while a few shaking heads seemed to indicate ‘its metaphorical- with them, we never win anyway’. But later, after the kids also yanked the rope right out of the paternal hands, a few of the ones fallen and standing, retreated to their ‘56’ domain.








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���MEA’s own hydrologists find buried water in Tom Bass Park!








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���At MEA, we care for family bonding











_1150903553.doc
[image: image1.png]






_1150903864.doc
[image: image1.png]






_1113064511.psd

